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 NOTE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
 
   Pursuant to Public Law 89—497, approved July 8, 1966 
(80 Stat. 271; 1 U.S.C. 113)— 
 
“. . .the Treaties and Other International Acts Series issued 
under the authority of the Secretary of State shall be competent 
 evidence . . . of the treaties, international agreements other than 
treaties, and proclamations by the President of such treaties and 
international agreements other than treaties, as the case may be,  
therein contained, in all the courts of law and equity and of maritime 
jurisdiction, and in all the tribunals and public offices of the 
United States, and of the several States, without any further proof 
or authentication thereof.” 
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      Trade:  Agricultural Products  
 
Agreement effected by exchange of letters at 
    Washington and Jerusalem July 27, 2004; 
Entered into force September 10, 2004. 
With attachment and annexes.  
And agreements extending the agreement. 
Effected by exchange of letters at 
    Washington and Jerusalem December 10, 2008; 
Entered into force December 10, 2008. 
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    Washington and Jerusalem December 6, 2009; 
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    Washington and Jerusalem November 19, 2012; 
Entered into force November 19, 2012. 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 



VICE PRIME MINISTER 
MINISTER OF INDUSTRY, TRADE, LABOR 

AND COMMUNICATIONS 

The Honorable Robert Zoellick 
United States Trade Representative 
Office of the U.S. Trade Representative 
Washington, D.C. 
United States of America 

Dear Ambassador Zoellick, 

Jerusalem, July 27, 2004 
Tisha B'Av 5764 

I was pleased to receive your letter concerning certain aspects1 of trade in agricultural 
products, a copy of which is attached. 

I have the honor to confirm that the understandings expressed in your letter 
(including its attachment and annexes) are shared by my government and that your 
letter and this reply shall constitute an agreement between our respective 
Governments, to co.me into force 45 days after the date of my letter. 

With kind regards, 

mr· 
Ehud Olmert 

5 Bank Israel Street 
P.O.Box 3166 
Jerusalem, Israel http://www.moital.gov.il 

Tel: +972-2-666 2252/3 
Fax: +972-2-666 2909 

E-mail: eolmert@moital.gov.il 

11.oon O"Y.Jn 

~-------- ----------------------------------



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

THE UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 2050f 

His Excellency Ehud Olmen 
Vice Prime Minister and 
Minister oflndustry, Trade, Labor and Communications 
State of Israel 

Dear Mr. Minister: 

JUL 2 7 2004 

1 have the honor to confirn1 the followmg agreement reached between the delegation of the 
Government of the United States of America ("United States") and the delegation of the 
Government oflsrael ("Israel") concernm~ certain aspects of trade 111 agricultural products. 
Israel and the United States acknowledge that the Agreement on the Establishme111 of a Free 
Trade Area between the Government of israel and the Government of the United States of 
America ("FTAA"), dated April 22, 1985 (which corresponds to the first day oflyar, 5745), 
applies in full to U.S. and Israeli a~Zricultural products and to trade in these products between th( 
two countries. However, both countries also acknowledge that they have differing 
interpretations as to the meanmg o1 certain rights and obligations in Articles 2 and 6 ofthe 
FT AA as they relate to agricultural products. In the interest of achieving practical improvemenl 
in agricultural trade between the two countries, the United States and Israel have therefore 
agreed to set aside their differences and enter into this agreement through December 31, 2008, 
with regard to certain border measures of each party that relate to agricultural products of the 
other party (as defined in Annex 3 of theFT AA entitled "Rules of Origin"). 

This agreement is without prejudice to the parties' rights and obligations under Articles 2.1, 2.2, 
and 6 of the FTAA with respect to agricultural products and is without prejudice to the parties' 
other rights and obligations under theFT AA or the Marrakesh Agreement Establishing the 
World Trade Organization. 

During the period January I, 2004. through December 31, 2008, Israel shall accord agricultural 
products ofthe United States treatment no less favorable than that specified in the attachment to 
this agreement, and the United States shall accord agricultural products of Israel treatment no 
less favorable than that specified in the attachment to this agreement. The attachment and 
annexes to this agreement are an integral part of this agreement. During the period January L 
2004, through December 31, 2008, both govemments shall refrain from adopting, applying or 
otherwise maintaining any measures pursuant to Article 6 of theFT AA, unless such measure~ 
are otherw1se specifically pern1itted by this agreement. 

Beginning Febmary 2004, the two /ZOVernments agree to consult quarterly on the admimstration 
and utilization of quantities provided under the agreement by Israel for free import into Israel 



Jrom the United States and by the United States for Jree Import into the United States from 
Israel. The lead ofJJces for these discussions shall be the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative 
and the U.S. Department of Ai2riculture for the United States and the Ministry of Industry and 
Trade and the Ministry of Agriculture for Israel 

To facilitate a better understanding of each party's agricultural economy in the course of future 
discussions on 1111provmg a2ricultural market access. either party may present infom1at10n on 
factors of imp011ance to their respective agricultural sectors. Such factors may inc Jude, but arc 
not limited to: annual overall trade in a product. the scope ofU.S.-Israeli trade in that product 
and the interests which each pm1y has in expandmg access to the other's market; trends 1r. 
domestic production, pnces and profitability oJ a product and the capacity for further market 
access; economic circumstances of producers. such as changes in mral income; the benefits o1 
liberalization oJ agricultural trade. including benefits to consumers, trade and food processors: 
and additional agricultural policy considerations related to Issues such as national and reg10nal 
development pnont1es, 2ovemment assistance, food secunty, special security conditiOns, and 
multilateral agricultural pohcv ob_ieCtJves. The aforementiOned factors may be referenced by tht 
parties and provide £~uiaance in future discusswns. including in the U.S.-Israel Joint Comm1ttet.. 
on further improvements m agricultural market acces~ 

No later than June 1, 200·1. our two govemments shall init1ate a review of the operc>.~10n of th1~ 
agreement and seek wavs to make further improvements. In the event it appears tha· 
negotiations will not be concluded by December 31, 2008. the parties mutually agree to ad an:-' 
the issue of maintainmg the treatment that each provides to the agricultural products of the othe1 
party under this agreement until such time as a new agreement is in force. 

J have the honor to propose that this letter, the attachment to this letter, and annexes, which are 
authentic in English. and vour Jetter of confirmation in reply constitute an agreement between 
our two govemments, to enter into effect on this date 

Sincerely. 

1 ~f~r;. fr(/{).v.J{ 

Robert B. ellic · 
United Stat ade Representative 



Attachment 

1. The Government of Israel shall, with respect to products of the United States: 

(A) Listed in Annex A, permit the importation into Israel free of any customs 
duty, fee, or other import charge; 

(B) Listed in Annex B: 

1. permit the importation into Israel free of any customs duty, fee, or 
other import charge of not less than the quantity specified in that 
Annex for the applicable year, other than for items 08.02.1100 and 
08.02.1200; and 

11. for items 08.02.1100 and 08.02.1200, permit the importation into 
Israel of not less than the quantity specified in Annex B at a rate 
not greater than that specified in that Annex; and 

111. permit the importation of any quantity in excess of the quantity 
specified in Annex B, at a rate not greater than the lesser of: 

a. the most-favored-nation rate of customs duty applied by the 
Government of Israel as specified in Annex C or 

b. the most-favored-nation rate of customs duty applied by the 
Government of Israel at the time of importation 

each reduced by the percentage specified in Annex C. 

(C) Listed in Annex C provide treatment at a rate not greater than the lesser of: 

1. the most-favored-nation rate of customs duty applied by the 
Government of Israel as specified in Annex C for the applicable 
year or 

11. the most-favored-nation rate of customs duty applied by the 
Government of Israel at the time of importation 

each reduced by the percentage specified in Annex C. 



2. With respect to any good within chapters 1 through 24 of the Harmonized System that is 
not listed in Annex A, B, or C, the Government of Israel shall permit its importation into 
Israel at a rate no greater than ninety percent of the rate applied at the time of importation 
to imports of that good from other countries. With respect to any agricultural product 
listed in paragraph 1 (ii) of Annex 1 of the Agreement on Agriculture annexed to the 
Marrakesh Agreement Establishing the World Trade Organization that is not listed in 
Annex A, B, or C of this agreement, the Government oflsrael shall permit its importation 
free of any customs duty, fee, or other import charge. 

3. The Government of the United States shall, with respect to products oflsrael imported 
into the customs territory of the United States listed in Annex D, permit the importation 
free of any customs duty, fee or other import charge of not less than the quantity 
specified in that Annex for the applicable year. For products in Annex D, the U.S. 
treatment of quantities above the quantity specified in that Annex for the applicable year 
shall be no less favorable that what is specified in the U.S. WTO Schedule. The U.S. 
treatment of over-quota quantities for products of Israel imported into the customs 
territory of the United States of the type listed in WTO notifications G/AG/NIUSA/2 
dated March 8, 1995, and G/AG/NIUSA/2 Add. 1, dated April21, 1995, ("WTO 
notifications") that are not listed in Annex D, shall be no less favorable than what is 
specified in the U.S. WTO Schedule, and, as specified in the U.S. WTO Schedule, the in­
quota quantities for such products shall be imported free of any customs duty, fee, or 
other import charge. With respect to any agricultural product of Israel imported into the 
customs territory of the United States listed in paragraph 1 of Annex 1 of the Agreement 
on Agriculture annexed to the Marrakesh Agreement Establishing the World Trade 
Organization that is not listed in either Annex D of this agreement or of the type listed in 
the WTO notifications, the Government of the United States shall permit its importation 
free of any customs duty, fee, or other import charge. 

4. The item numbers in Annexes A, B, and C refer to the item numbers in the 2004 Israeli 
Customs Tariff in effect on January 1, 2004. The item numbers in Annex D refer to the 
Harmonized.TariffSchedule ofthe United States 2004 in effect on January 1, 2004. 

5. Each successive annual quantity in Annex B or Annex D shall be made effective on 
January 1 ofthe applicable year. 

6. The Annexes to this attachment are an integral part of this Attachment. 

7. The term "customs duty, fee, or other import charge" shall not include any such charge: 

(A) imposed pursuant to Article 4,5, 7, 11, or 20 ofthe FTAA; or 

(B) to the extent not inconsistent with the FT AA, permitted by the agreements 
listed in Annex 1 to the Marrakesh Agreement Establishing the World 
Trade Organization, other than Article 5 of the Agreement on Agriculture. 









































































































































EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20508 

December 10, 2008 

Ms. Rachel Hirshler 
Deputy Director of the 
Foreign Trade Administration 
Ministry of Industry Trade and Labor 
5 Bank Israel Street 
Jerusalem, Israel 91036 

Dear Ms. Hirshler: 

On July 27, 2004, the Government of the United States of America (United States) 
and the Government of Israel (Israel) entered into an agreement concerning certain 
aspects of trade in agricultural products (Agreement), effective from January 1, 
2004, through December 31, 2008. Pursuant to the Agreement, our Governments 
have begun to review the operation of the Agreement and to seek ways to make 
further improvements. 

In order to allow more time for this review, I have the honor to confirm the 
following understanding between our Governments, effective today: 

1. The United States and Israel agree that the Agreement, its annexes, 
and attachments, with modifications as noted in this letter, will remain 
in force through December 31, 2009. 

2. For 2009, Israel will maintain, for each product listed in Annex B of 
the Agreement, the quantities for free import into Israel from the 
United States at the 2008 levels specified for each product in that 
Annex. 

3. For 2009, Israel will maintain, for imports from the United States 
subject to Annex C of the Agreement, the 2008 preference levels 
specified for each product in that Annex. 

4. For 2009, the United States will maintain, for each product listed in 
Annex D of the Agreement, the quantities for free import into the 
United States from Israel at the 2008 levels specified for each product 
in that Annex. 



5. The United States and Israel will continue their review of the 
operation of the Agreement with a view to reaching a new agreement 
on trade in agricultural products to enter into force at the earliest 
practicable date. 

Sincerely, 

AWl#-. 
Christopher S. Wilson 
Assistant U.S. Trade Representative for 
Europe and the Middle East 
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STATE OF ISRAEL 

MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY, TRADE & LABOR 

FOREIGN TRADE ADMINISTRATION 

Jerusalem, December 10, 2008 

Christopher S. Wilson 

Assistant U.S. Trade Representative for 

Europe and the Middle East 

Office of the U.S. Trade Representative 

17 60oth Street, N.W. 

Washington, DC 20508 

Dear Mr. Wilson: 

I am pleased to acknowledge your letter of December 10, 2008. 

On July 27, 2004, the Government of the United States of America (United States) 

and the Government of Israel (Israel) entered into an agreement concerning certain 

aspects of trade in agricultural products (Agreement), effective from January 1, 2004, 

through December 31, 2008. Pursuant to the Agreement, our Governments have 

begun to review the operation of the Agreement and to seek ways to make further 

improvements. 

In order to allow more time for this review, I have the honor to confirm the following 

understanding between our Governments, effective today: 

1. The United States and Israel agree that the Agreement, its annexes, and 

attachments, with modifications as noted in this letter, will remain in force 

through December 31, 2009. 

2. For 2009, Israel will maintain, for each product listed in Annex B of the 

Agreement, the quantities for free import into Israel from the United States at 

the 2008 levels specified for each product in that Annex. 

3. For 2009, Israel will maintain, for imports from the United States subject to 

Annex C of the Agreement, the 2008 preference levels specified for each 

product in that Annex. 

5, Bank Israel St. 

Jerusalem, Israel 
www.trade.gov.il 

Tel: 972-2-666267617 

Fax: 972-2-6662956 



4. For 2009, the United States will maintain, for each product listed in Annex D of 

the Agreement, the quantities for free import into the United States from Israel 

at the 2008 levels specified for each product in that Annex. 

5. The United States and Israel will continue their review of the operation of the 

Agreement with a view to reaching a new agreement on trade in agricultural 

products to enter into force at the earliest practicable date. 

Sincerely, 

!~f!.N(/L/ 
Rachel Hirshler 

Deputy Director of the 

Foreign Trade Administration 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20508 

December 6, 2009 

Ms. Rachel Hirshler 
Deputy Director of the 
Foreign Trade Administration 
Ministry of Industry Trade and Labor 
5 Bank Israel Street 
Jerusalem, Israel91036 

Dear Ms. Hirshler: 

On July 27, 2004, the Government of the United States of America (United States) 
and the Government of Israel (Israel) entered into an agreement concerning certain 
aspects of trade in agricultural products (Agreement), effective from January 1, 
2004, through December 31, 2008. On December 10, 2008, the United States and 
Israel agreed to extend the 2004 Agreement through December 31, 2009. Pursuant 
to the Agreement, our Governments have begun to review the operation of the 
Agreement and to seek ways to make further improvements. 

In order to allow more time for this review, I have the honor to confirm the 
following understanding between our Governments, effective as of this date: 

1. The United States and Israel agree that the Agreement, its annexes, 
and attachments, with modifications as noted in this letter, will remain 
in force through December 31, 2010. 

2. For 2010, Israel will maintain, for each product listed in Annex B of 
the Agreement, the quantities for free import into Israel from the 
United States at the 2008 levels specified for each product in that 
Annex. 

3. For 2010, Israel will maintain, for imports from the United States 
subject to Annex C of the Agreement, the 2008 preference levels 
specified for each product in that Annex. 

4. For 2010, the United States will maintain, for each product listed in 
Annex D of the Agreement, the quantities for free import into the 
United States from Israel at the 2008 levels specified for each product 
in that Annex. 

' I . I 



5. The United States and Israel will continue their review of the 
operation of the Agreement with a view to reaching a new agreement 
on trade in agricultural products to enter into force at the earliest 
practicable date. 

Sincerely, 

Christopher S. Wilson 
Assistant U.S. Trade Representative for 
Europe and the Middle East 



Christopher S. Wilson 

Assistant U.S. Trade Representative for 

Europe and the Middle East 

Office of the U.S. Trade Representative 

17 600th Street, N.W. 

Washington, DC 20508 

Dear Mr. Wilson, 

I am pleased to acknowledge your letter of December 6, 2009. 

71'1':'1 FOREIGN TRADE 
YT• :m; ADMINISTRATION 

Jerusalem, December 6, 2009 

On July 27, 2004, the Government of the United States of America (United States) and the 

Government of Israel (Israel) entered into an agreement concerning certain aspects of trade in 

agricultural products (Agreement), effective from January 1, 2004, through December 31, 2008. 

On December 10, 2008, the United States and Israel agreed to extend the 2004 Agreement 

through December 31, 2009. Pursuant to the Agreement, our Governments have begun to 

review the operation of the Agreement and to seek ways to make further improvements. 

In order to allow more time for this review, I have the honor to confirm the following 

understanding between our Governments, effective as of this date: 

1. The United States and Israel agree that the Agreement, its annexes, and attachments, 

with modifications as noted in this letter, will remain in force through December 31, 2010. 

2. For 2010, Israel will maintain, for each product listed in Annex B of the Agreement, the 

quantities for free import into Israel from the United States at the 2008 levels specified for 

each product in that Annex. 

3. For 2010, Israel will maintain, for imports from the United States subject to Annex C of the 

Agreement, the 2008 preference levels specified for each product in that Annex. 

5 Bank Israel St Jerusalem ·sraei 91036 
Tel 972-2-6662676·7 ; Fax £•12 2-66629S6 
Rachel h1rshler@mo1tal gov 11 

www trade.gov II 



,~~1':'1 IOREIGN TRADE 
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4. For 2010, the United States will maintain, for each product listed in Annex D of the 

Agreement, the quantities for free import into the United States from Israel at the 2008 

levels specified for each product in that Annex. 

5. The United States and Israel will continue their review of the operation of the Agreement 

with a view to reaching a new agreement on trade in agricultural products to enter into 

force at the earliest practicable date. 

Sincerely, 

!:kh fi.NC~ 
Rachel Hirshler 

Deputy Director of the 

Foreign Trade Administration 

5 Bank Israel St JerL.sa,'em Israel 91 
Tel 972-2-66626767 Fax 9~2 :-66628S6 
Rachel h1rshler@mo1tal gov 11 
www trade gov 11 



November 19, 2012 

Ms. Rachel Hirshler 
Deputy Director 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20508 

Foreign Trade Administration 
Ministry of Industry Trade and Labor 
5 Bank Israel Street 
Jerusalem, Israel 91036 

Dear Ms. Hirshler: 

On July 27,2004, the Government of the United States of America (United States) and the 
Government of Israel (Israel) entered into an agreement concerning certain aspects of tt:ade in 
agricultural products (Agreement), effective from January 1, 2004, through December 31, 2008. 
The United States and Israel have extended the Agreement through December 31,2012. Pursuant 
to the Agreement, our Governments continue to review the operation of the Agreement and seek 
ways to make further improvements. 

In order to allow more time for this review, I have the honor to confirm the following understanding 
between our Governments that, effective as of this date: 

1. The Agreement, its annexes, and attachments, with modifications as noted in this letter, shall 
remain in force through December 31, 2013. 

2. For 2013, Israel shall maintain, for each product listed in Annex B of the Agreement, the 
quantities for duty-free import into Israel from the United States at the 2008 levels specified 
for each product in that Annex. 

3. For 2013, Israel shall maintain, fo~ imports from the United States subject to Annex C of the 
Agreement, the 2008 preference levels specified for each product in that Annex. 

4. For 2013, the United States shall maintain, for each product listed in Annex D of the 
Agreement, the quantities for duty-free import into the United States from Israel at the 2008 
levels specified for each product in that Annex. 

5. The United States and Israel shall continue their review of the operation of the 
Agreement with a view to reaching a new agreement on trade in agricultural products to 
enter into force at the earliest practicable date. 

==&1 
on Bomer Lauritsen 

Assistant U.S. Trade Representative for Agricultural Affairs 

HOLMANBS
New Stamp



C> 
forei!I'I·Trade 
Admfnlstration 

MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY, TRADE I& LABOR 

Sharon Bomer Lauritsen 

Assistant U.S. Trade Representative for 

Agricultural Affairs 

Office of the U.S. Trade Representative 

600 17th Street, N. W. 

Washington DC 20508 

Dear Ms. Bomer Lauritsen, 

State of lsrHl 

Jerusalem, November 19, 2012 

On July 27, 2004, the Government of the United States of America (United States) and the 

Government of Israel (Israel) entered into an agreement concerning certain aspects of trade 

in agricultural products (Agreement), effective from January 1, 2004, through December 31, 

2008. The United States and Israel have extended the Agreement through December 31, 

2012. Pursuant to the Agreement, our Governments continue to review the operation of 

the Agreement and seek ways to make further improvements. 

In order to allow more time for this review, I have the honor to confirm the following 

understanding between our Governments that, effective as of this date: 

1. The Agreement, its annexes, and attachments, with modifications as noted in this 
letter, will remain in force through December 31, 2013. 

2. For 2013, Israel will maintain, for each product listed in Annex B of the Agreement, 
the quantities for duty-free import into Israel from the United States at the 2008 
levels specified for each product in that Annex. 

5 Bank Israel St. Jerusalem, Israel, 91 036 
Tel: 972-2-6662676 I Fax: 972-2-6662956 

rachel.hirshler@moital.gov .il 
www.trade.gov.il 



Foreign Trade 
Administration 

MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY, TRADE & LABOR 

Stateoflsnel 

3. For 2013, Israel will maintain, for imports from the United States subject to Annex C 
of the Agreement, the 2008 preference levels specified for each product in that 
Annex. 

4. For 2013, the United States will maintain, for each product listed in Annex D of the 
Agreement, the quantities for duty-free import into the United States from Israel at 
the 2008 levels specified for each product in that Annex. 

5. The United States and Israel will continue their review of the operation of the 
Agreement with a view to reaching a new agreement on trade in agricultural 
products to enter into force at the earliest practicable date. 

Sincerely, 

Rachel Hirshler 

Deputy Director of the Foreign Trade Administration 

5 Bank Israel St. Jerusalem, Israel, 91 036 
Tel: 972-2-6662676 1 Fax: 972-2-6662956 
rachel.hirshler@moital.gov.il 
www.trade.gov.il 
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